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Before you leave home, you must:   
• Obtain the necessary permission to enter the UK (if required). After making a 

successful visa application overseas, you will be issued an entry vignette in your 

passport to enable you to travel to the UK. You will need to travel to the UK within the 

time of the vignette or apply for a new vignette to extend the date at an extra cost. 

• Book Bath Academy Airport Transfer service (if required) upon arrival in the UK. 

• Notify Bath Academy of time and date of arrival. 

 

When travelling, please keep the following important documents with you in your hand 
luggage, not your suitcase: 

• A valid Passport. 

• Offer Letter from Bath Academy. 

• A printout of your CAS email and Letter of Acceptance from Bath Academy (if 
applicable). 

• Copy of the bank statement that you used for your Visa Application to prove you can 
support yourself financially throughout your course. 

• Credit Cards or cash in UK Sterling. 

•  Address of your accommodation whilst studying at Bath Academy. 

• Certificates of Health and Insurance Certificates (if applicable). 

• Emergency Bath Academy telephone number. 
 

When you arrive – Passport Control; 

• There will be two queues at the airport, one for European Economic Area (EEA) 

nationals and one for non-European nationals. 

• Show your Passport and letter stating you have been accepted to Bath Academy on a 

full-time course along with the CAS Number (for Tier 4 Visa Students) 

• Show your evidence that you will be able to support yourself financially. 

• The immigration officer may ask questions to see if you are a genuine student and 

that you intend to leave the UK after your studies.  

 

 
Image from UKVI border force website ©. 
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Customs 

You should consult the list available on your flight to determine the allowances of goods you 

can enter the UK with.  

You may have to declare certain items, follow the signs:  

▪ Green signs = “Nothing to Declare” – (a customs officer may still stop 

you) 

▪ Red signs = “Goods to Declare” 

 
Image from Prague Airport Website ©.  

Duty Free/Tax Goods 

▪ If you are carrying more than the duty and tax-free allowance, you 

must go through the red channel. You may have to pay charges on the 

excess depending on the quantity and kind of goods. 

▪ Any restricted goods must be declared to the customs officer through 

the red exit. 

▪ Carrying large amounts of cash in and out of the country is not advised. 

Bring large amounts of money in Travellers Cheques or Credit Cards. 

You should also check whether the country where you live have 

restrictions on cash that may be taken out of the country. 

▪ There are strict rules governing the import of food products, animals 

and plants into the UK. If you have to bring any medicinal drugs that 

have been prescribed by a doctor, you should bring documentary 

proof of the nature of the drugs; otherwise it will be confiscated. Drugs 

such as cannabis, LSD, cocaine and heroin are prohibited and customs 

officer and police have the right to search for illegal drugs. 

 

 
Image from Heathrow Airport Website ©. 
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Healthcare 

The National Health Service (NHS) is the UK’s state healthcare system providing 

doctor/hospital treatment and dental care. The Bath Academy Student Welfare Officer and 

School Nurse will assist you in registering with a doctor as soon as possible following your 

arrival. 

All Students on a Tier 4 student Visa and coming to the UK for 6 months or longer will have 

paid an immigration health surcharge as part of their visa application fee. This entitles 

students to access NHS care free of charge in the same way as a UK Resident. 

It is your decision whether you have private healthcare insurance, you may wish to consider 

this to cover the following potential health-related costs:  

• Loss of fees if you are unable to complete your course 

• Costs incurred returning to your home country for treatment 

• Private medical treatment may offer provision over and above the NHS 

treatment. 

If you have already have medical insurance in your home country, you may wish to check 

whether this can be extended to cover your stay in the UK. 

More information can be found on the UKCISA website: 

https://www.ukcisa.org.uk/Information--Advice/Visas-and-Immigration/Immigration-on-

arrival 

 

 

Image from National Health Service website ©.  
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Travelling to Bath 
 
Students under the age of 18 must travel from the Airport to their accommodation with Bath 
Academy Airport Transfer service. There are other options for students aged 18 and over: 
 
From London Heathrow Airport:   

• Airport Transfer Available  

• Coach Service: 403 from London Heathrow to Bath Bus Station - £12 if booked in 
advance. £35 if bought on the day. 

• Train Service: Train to Reading > Change > Train to Bath Spa Station £75 if booked in 
advance. Up to £150 if bought on the day. 

From London Gatwick Airport:  

• Airport Transfer Available 

• Coach Service: London Gatwick to Reading > Reading to Bath Bus Station-£17.80 if 
booked in advance. £35 if bought on the day. 

• Train Service: Train to Reading > Change > Train to Bath Spa Station -£75 if booked in 
advance. Up to £150 if bought on the day. 

From Bristol Airport: 

• Airport Transfer Available 

• Coach Service: A4 Service to Bath Bus Station - £14 per ticket. 

• Train Service: Bus to Bristol Temple Meads Railway Station > Train to Bath Spa Train 

Station - £25 per ticket. 

 

To purchase Train Tickets:  

https://www.thetrainline.com/ or http://www.nationalrail.co.uk/ 

  

To purchase Coach Tickets:  

https://beta.nationalexpress.com/en  

 

 

 

Image from Amazon Website © 
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Travelling Around Bath  

Bath Academy is located in the heart of the Georgian City of Bath. It is well connected by 
regular buses all around the cities. Student bus passes can be purchased from the Bus Station 
after you have registered at Bath Academy and received your Student Card. Bus passes 
currently cost £17 per week. More information can be found here: 
https://www.firstgroup.com/bristol-bath-and-west/tickets/ticket-types/young-person-16-21-
students  

Walking is, of course, the cheapest option and as Bath is relatively small many students 
choose to walk around the city. You will find a useful map of the city below.  

Travelling in the UK 

Trains are usually the most convenient way to travel to other parts of Britain. Tickets should 

be booked in advance and as early as possible to save money. There are various online train 

booking sites that offer discounted tickets. If you are aged 16-25, or a full-time student over 

25, you can apply for a discounted railcard which costs £30 for one year and saves you up to 

1/3 off most rail fares across Britain.  You can collect an application form for the railcard at 

Bath Spa Train Station or apply online at: https://www.16-25railcard.co.uk/  

 

Money 

 If you want to study in the UK for a long period, there is a good selection of national and 

international banks in Bath – including HSBC, Barclays, Lloyds TSB & Santander. If you already 

have an account with one of these banks you should be able to transfer it to a branch in Bath. 

Otherwise, once you have registered, we will give you sufficient paper work to open your 

own bank account.  

Student Services will provide you with information on how to open a bank account on arrival 

at Bath Academy. Whilst there is no limit on funds brought into the UK, you may need to 

meet exchange control requirements in your own country.  Your personal bank in your home 

country may have links to a UK bank, which will facilitate the process, and they can advise 

you on transferring your money to your new UK bank account. You should avoid bringing 

large amounts of cash into the UK.  

 
Image from The Telegraph Website ©  
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Laws and Regulations in the UK 

Travelling without a ticket: In the UK everyone who uses public transport must purchase a 
ticket before travelling. You must keep your ticket throughout the journey. If you are asked to 
show your ticket by a member of staff you must do so. Failure to show a ticket when asked 
could result in being fined.  

Gambling : You must be 18 or over to place a bet in a casino or a betting shop. But if you are 
aged over 16, you can buy a lottery ticket. Anyone aged under 16 who gets hold of a ticket 
will not be entitled to any money they might win.  

Indecent images: You are breaking the law if they take or share an indecent picture of 
someone who is under the age of 18 under the Protection of Children Act 1978 and Criminal 
Justice Act 1988. 

Smoking: The minimum age for smoking in the UK is 16, however, the minimum age is 18 to 
buy cigarettes, rolling tobacco, cigarette papers and other smoking products. If you are under 
16 and a Police Officer catches you smoking in a public place they will confiscate your 
cigarettes. It is also illegal to smoke in enclosed publics spaces in the UK, this includes Bath 
Academy building. 

Alcohol: The legal age to purchase alcohol and/or drink in pubs or bars in the UK is 18. You 
will need to carry a valid form of identification to prove your age. You will be refused if you 
look younger than this and do not have any identification. Please remember that if you are 
living in accommodation arranged by Bath Academy, you are not allowed or keep alcohol at 
the premises. 

Drugs: All drugs in the UK are illegal.  

Weapons: You require a license to carry a weapon in the UK. You are not allowed to carry any 
knives or any threatening items.  

 

 
Image from Avon and Somerset Police Website © 
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Driving  

If you are a student holding a full driving licence you may drive cars in the UK as long as you 
are over the age of 16. If you do not hold a licence you must have been studying in the UK for 
at least 6 months before you can take a driving test or apply for a full licence.  
 
Working 

Children cannot work full time until at least the age of 16. Visa students should also check if 
they can work under the conditions of their Visa. 

Insurance 

Please purchase adequate insurance whilst staying in the UK, ensuring that your personal 
possessions are covered in case of theft or loss.  
 
Visas 

It is your responsibility to make sure that you are in possession of a valid visa throughout 
your studies at Bath Academy and your stay in the UK. The Registrar will take a copy of your 
passport and your visa on your first day at Bath Academy and record your visa expiry date.  

The Registrar will also assist you to collect your Biometric Residence Permit (BRP) Card from 
the Post Office. This will be used for your travel in and out of the United Kingdom during 
College Holiday periods, so keep it safe. 

 
 

 
Image from Government UK Website ©  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 8 

General Information 

Clothing - Casual clothing is quite acceptable at school, however hats/caps should be 

removed once inside. It is more important is to bring the correct clothing which is suitable to 

the season you are coming in. Be aware that British weather is changeable so always bring 

some warm clothes, a waterproof jacket and sensible shoes. 

Weather Temperatures  

January: 7 °C February: 8 °C March 11 °C  April 13 °C 

May: 17 °C  June: 20 °C  July: 22 °C  August: 22 °C 

September: 19 °C October: 15°C November 11 °C December: 8 °C 

 

Public Holidays - Bath Academy will also be closed and no classes will be held on Public 

Holidays: (also known as Bank Holidays as banks are closed) 

 Christmas Day – 25th December  May Day – 1st May 

Boxing Day – 26th December  August Bank Holiday 

 New Year’s Day – 1st January  Easter Monday & Good Friday 

 

Cost of Living in Bath (*these are guide prices) 

Shampoo   £1.50   Conditioner    £1.50 

Face Cream   £5.00   Deodorant   £2.00 

Toothpaste   £1.50   Toothbrush   £2.00 

Sanitary Towels  £2.00    A cup of coffee    £2.80  

A sandwich    £3.00   A bar of chocolate  £0.70  

Ice Cream   £1.00   A packet of crisps  £0.80 

A Large pack of nachos £1.00   A Bottle of Coke  £1.50 

Coke to buy in a Pub £2.00   A Pizza from a Takeaway £5.00 

Loaf of Bread  £1.50   4 Pints of Milk  £1.25 

Newspaper   £1.00   Cinema    £5.00 

Coach to London (Return)£20.00 (if booked ahead) 

Train to London (Return) £35.00 (if booked ahead) 
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Advice for international students in the UK 

• British people may sometimes seem rather reserved and distant. This is not because they are 
being deliberately unfriendly; often they are trying not to invade your privacy 

• Britain is generally a very tolerant country and known for liberal attitudes towards people of 
other nationalities who choose to live in the UK. Men and women have equal status in the 
UK, as does everyone regardless of race, religion or appearance. 

• British people may not seem to be very direct. This is because they don’t wish to be impolite 
so may not say what they really think 

• It is considered important and respectful to say ‘please’, ‘thank you’ and ‘sorry’ when 
appropriate. Punctuality is very important. You must make sure you are on time for lectures, 
tutorials, seminars, interviews and when meeting people 

• Gender roles may seem different and confusing to you, it is quite acceptable to see couples, 
including same sex couples, kissing and holding hands in public 

• British people are very aware of their ‘personal space’ and do not like it if you get too close to 
them, for instance when holding a conversation 

• Freedom of speech and the right to express opinions is considered to be important and it is 
all right for you to disagree with others, particularly in lectures, tutorials and seminars 

• British clothing may seem rather plain, or even scanty and immodest 
• Talking in a different language is tiring, and you may find the regional accents difficult to 

understand. Never feel embarrassed about asking people to speak more slowly or to repeat 
what they have said to you. 

• Students should remember the Core British values: Democracy; The rule of law; Individual 
liberty and Respectful tolerance of different faiths or beliefs 

• In the UK we drive on the left-hand side of the road. Look Right-Left-Right when you cross a 
road. 

• Please do not walk around with large amounts of cash and do not leave money lying around 
in the college or in cafes or restaurants. Keep your money and belongings safe at all times. 
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First Day at Bath Academy 

 

On a student’s first day at Bath Academy you will meet the Reception Team who will 

complete your registration, take original copies of ID and Visa documents and give you a 

welcome pack. Your welcome pack will include a Student Handbook informing you of how 

you will spend your time at Bath Academy, it will also provide you with information about the 

Georgian City of Bath.  

 

We will also ensure any Immigration Details are finalised, including; your Biometric Residence 

Permit, Police Registration and register you with the local Doctor’s Surgery. 

You will be given your timetable for the academic year which will show you what time your 

classes will be during the school term. Students must be in class by the time outlined on the 

timetable.  Students are expected to attend their lessons regularly and arrive on time. Late 

arrival at the start of the class is disruptive to the class and students will not be allowed in to 

the class if they arrive more than 10 minutes late.  

The Reception Team will also show you around the College and you can ask us any questions 

you may have or anything you are uncertain about.  
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Final Checklist before Departure  

• Have you obtained all the entry clearance/ visa information you need? 

• Have you booked your accommodation with Bath Academy? 

• Have you received your Letter of Acceptance from Bath Academy? 

• Have you bought your flight ticket? 

• Have you told Bath Academy when you plan to arrive in the UK? 

• Have you checked your government’s restrictions on taking money out of your home 

country? 

• Have you spoken to your bank about transferring money to a UK account and 

obtaining a cash card? 

• Have you checked any luggage restrictions for your flight? 

• Have you obtained cash in UK sterling (££)?  

• Have you spoken to doctor about any medicine you may need to bring with you and 

obtained a letter of explanation for immigration control? 

• Have you arranged airport pick up with a contact in the UK? 

• Do you have the following documents in your hand luggage or on your person when 

travelling: passport, accommodation and contact addresses for the UK, other relevant 

personal documents, traveller’s cheques/cash? 

• Have you got the Bath Academy emergency number? 

• Do you know how to find your accommodation? 

• Do you know where Bath Academy is for your first day of you studies? 

• Is Your telephone on, fully charged and do you have enough credit? 

• Do you have the Emergency contact numbers of your parents/relatives/friends and 

are they written down and available to use any time? 
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