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IN THE LOOP
Updates for the parents & students of Bath Academy

WHAT'S ON:
Ofqual Exam Consultation
Exams regulator Ofqual has published its consultation on
alternative arrangements for the awarding of GCSEs and
A-levels this summer.
Through this joint consultation, Ofqual and the
Department for Education (DfE) want to hear the views of
students who were due to take their exams, their parents
and carers, their teachers, school and college leaders and
others who have an interest, including further and higher
education providers, and employers.
The consultation document proposes that students’ grades
in each subject “will be based on their teachers’ assessment
of the standard at which the student is performing”. Final
assessments will be made “towards the end of the
academic year, at about the time students would have
taken their exams”. If you would like to know more or
submit your own views, please click the links below:

Ofqual Consultation Document
Ofqual - Respond Online

Jan 25 - Guitar Lessons @7pm
Jan 26 - Politics Film Club @6pm
Jan 26 - Debate Club @2pm
Jan 27 - Career Talk - Networking
Jan 28- PD Talk - Introduction to
Mindfulness
Jan 28 - Russian Club
Jan 29 - UCAS Deadline

Students need grades to
continue to the next stage of
their education or training,
or into employment.

Grades must reflect what a student
knows, understands and can do,
and they must be widely
understood and respected.
- Simon Lebus, Chief Regulator, Ofqual

Student Survey
Do you think FAs
help your learning?

Yes because questions
I don't understand or
haven't seen before

The results were hugely positive,
with some very enlightening ways in
how they genuinely help students,
and how they could be even better to
measure progress.
Our Team has taken all the feedback
on board and continue to work on
ways to monitor students' strengths
and weaknesses as they move to
taking FAs online.

More
prepared for
the future

make me want to
understand them

A few months ago, we conducted a
survey with our teachers & students
about their experience with our
Formative Assessments.

What the
Students
Say
Allows me to
consolidate
what I have
learnt

They force me
to revise and

Makes me think

look through

about topics

areas I find

covered and also

Constant

difficult. They

helps essay practice

retrieval

also help me

practice

identify gaps in
my knowledge

Doing a lot of

Because it helps me

questions helps make

to know my weakness

sure I know all of it

and to know what I

and then I can work on

need to study

what I don't know

FAs are an important tool for
students to develop their learning, by
helping teachers know how they
need to adapt their teaching, so they
should be taken seriously to gain the
most benefit.

"The key message with our Formative Assessments is the ongoing progress of a
student's academic development within their subjects. With constant retrieval
practice, subject matter is reinforced and gaps in knowledge are identified."
- Liam Hocking, Vice Principal

Although Ofqual has still to announce how final grades will be produced, FAs will not normally be used in calculating students' final
grades. Instead, final grades will be awarded on the basis of some form of standardised assessment (e.g., a series of mock exams).

Work Experience & Apprenticeship Opportunities
National Apprenticeship Week - Monday, 8th Feb - Friday, 12th Feb
on UCAS online - BOOK A PLACE HERE
Springpod - Free, live work experience
programmes in the most competitive
industries

Young Professionals - a
brand new 3-day virtual
work experience program
during February Half Term

NHS Healthcare - Virtual
Work Experience for Allied
Health Careers

InvestIN's Spring Term
career experiences available in 20 of the
world's most desirable
careers

Rachael, Our Student Personal
Development Lead, has been busy
researching work experience and
apprenticeship opportunities for our
students, and there are many to
choose from! She has posted them all
on Teams (which also gets emailed to
the students), but here's a quick
summary of what's available. Some
closing dates are coming up as the
experience opportunities are for
February Half Term, so be quick!

