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BATH

ACADEMY





Information sheet for students 
advising them of their rights to treatment within the UK

Emergency Treatment

The Bath Accident and Emergency Department can be located at the Royal United Hospital (RUH) at Combe Park in Weston, Bath. It is open twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week. However, this should only be used in cases of an emergency! If you require an ambulance please call 999, again this should only be used in cases of an emergency. 

Students taking courses lasting six months or more:
If you begin a course of study in the UK that is longer than 6 months, you need to pay the immigration health surcharge as part of your visa application.
When registering with Bath Academy you will be given a registration form for the local doctor’s surgery. This is St James’s Surgery and can be located at 6-9 Northampton Buildings, Bath. This is approximately five minutes from Bath Academy (walking). The registration form will need to be completed promptly as you need to be registered to see a doctor. Please see Student Services staff if you need assistance to complete this form. 
Students on courses lasting less than six months

If you are on a course lasting less than six months, Bath Academy strongly recommend that you take out Private Health Insurance, as you are not covered by the NHS. Any treatment you receive is regarded as private and can cost a lot of money. It is therefore very important to take out adequate health insurance to cover the full duration of your stay in the UK. 
If your stay in the UK is 6 months or less, you do not need to pay the 
immigration health surcharge. If you have a valid EU-issued EHIC/Global Health Insurance Card (GHIC)

or are a Norwegian citizen with a valid Norwegian passport, you can access medically necessary treatment during your stay.

If you’re a citizen of Iceland, Liechtenstein or Switzerland, you may have to pay for any NHS healthcare you receive. Any treatment that you need to pay for will be charged at 150% of the national NHS rate.

If you are visiting the UK from an EU country and you fall ill or have a medical emergency during your temporary stay in England, you can use a valid EHIC/ GHIC issued by your home country to access healthcare.
If you work in the UK, your EHIC/ GHIC will no longer be valid as your home country will no longer be responsible for your healthcare while you’re in the UK.
If you do not have an EHIC/GHIC and cannot obtain a Provisional Replacement Certificate PRC, you may have to pay for treatment. You will be charged at 150% of the national NHS rate.
The UK government always advises visitors to the UK to take out travel or health insurance. This means that you can reclaim any healthcare costs you are required to pay from your insurer.
Prescriptions

If you have seen a doctor and the doctor gives you a prescription - a note which the doctor writes to the pharmacist, please take this to the local pharmacy (Boots on Westgate Street) which tells them what medicine you will need. Many medicines are only available in the UK on prescription.
If you have been given a prescription by a doctor, you can collect your medicine from any pharmacy. Students under 19 years of age, which are in full time education, do not have to pay for prescriptions. Please take your student card to prove that you are in full time education. However, students older than this will need to pay a prescription charge; the current prescription charge is £9.35  
Students who require long-term medication can purchase a prepayment certificate, which offers considerable savings to those who need regular prescriptions, costing £108.10 per year. You can apply for this online here
Dentist / Teeth
There are very few NHS dentists in Bath, so you may be seen quicker through a private practice. The recommended dental practice is Green Park Dentist and this is a privately run dentist. It is approximately 5 minutes from Bath Academy (walking). The price will vary according to the treatment you require. 
Opticians / Eyes
If you are under 19 and in full time education, you are entitled to a free sight test. If you are over 19 and require a sight test, the price ranges form £20 - £30 depending on where you go. 
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